1610]       Reorganisation of the Monarchy.       369

lies who elbowed peaceable wayfarers into the kennel
and broiled with each other at every corner, did but
imitate the manners of their betters.

The practice of duelling, so fashionable under the
later Valois, became a deadly epidemic when the
cessation of the war deprived the gentry of the
opportunity of vying in valour and of indulging
their taste for violence in legitimate warfare. In
twenty years of Henry's reign (1589-1609) over
7,000 pardons were granted to gentlemen who had
killed their adversaries in " affairs of honour." In
1602 a royal edict threatened all who sent or ac-
cepted a challenge, or acted as seconds in a duel,
with the penalty of death. But this attempt to
check the evil proved utterly futile. Death was too
severe a punishment to be inflicted for an offence
which the public generally and the King himself re-
garded as venial.

J. A. De Thou tells how at the table of the Prince
of Cond6, the conversation once turned upon duel-
ling. Some of those present defended the practice,
whereupon the Prince "with an air of authority
becoming his rank" condemned it as absolutely
repugnant to God's law* It was, he added, a sin to
draw the sword except by order of the sovereign,
and for the defence of life and country. Yet he had
himself challenged and fought with the Duke of
Bouillon, a fact recorded by the latter in his memoirs
with much complacency, although in the same
breath he warns his sons to be rneek and gentle, and
careful of giving offence. The King could not per-
haps seriously condemn a custom all but unanimously